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HEALTH SERVICES AMENDMENT BILL 2019 
Third Reading 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [1.29 pm]: On behalf of the Minister for Health, 
I move — 

That the bill be now read a third time. 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [1.30 pm]: I thank the Leader of the House for the opportunity to respond to 
the third reading of the Health Services Amendment Bill 2019. I will not take up too much time. I appreciate that 
the Minister for Health is not here at the moment, but he has provided a minister who is more than adequate to 
respond to this stage of the bill. 

Dr D.J. Honey: Very generous of you. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: We have to be, from time to time, member for Cottesloe. 

I thank the minister and his team for their consideration and assistance as we dealt with the Health Services 
Amendment Bill, which was introduced last year prior to the pandemic and the state of emergency. As the Minister 
for Transport reflected on moments ago, that seems like it was forever ago. This is an important piece of legislation 
that has moved through this place. Largely, it amends the Health Services Act 2016, which was implemented by the 
former government. I would particularly like to thank the Minister for Health for going through the consideration 
in detail stage to the extent that he did last night. 

I will reiterate a couple of concerns that I have with the bill, which I am sure will be articulated further in the 
Legislative Council. One concern in particular is the financial guarantees that are provided, but no opportunity 
will be given for them to be publicly disclosed. I am a bit concerned about that and about the disposal of land 
arrangements and the role the minister will have in terminating any existing arrangements. I am concerned about 
the liability to recover compensable charges for health services, particularly from the estate of a deceased patient. 

The final area of concern, which was noted during the second reading debate, is in two parts. The first is the notices 
of financial difficulty or impairment for a health service provider. Although the minister suggested that notification 
that an HSP was in financial difficulty would be a relatively routine exercise, I think some important work can be 
done to make sure that those notices of financial difficulty are made public. I appreciate that the minister suggested 
it might be an irregular situation. Only two notices of financial difficulty have been served since 2016. I think there 
is a case for that to be made public, or at least for the Parliament to be advised through some mechanism or through 
gazettal. I think that is an area of interest. 

The second part of that concern is similar to the matter that we raised during the debate on the Infrastructure Western 
Australia Bill that the Premier; Minister for State Development brought into this place. The concern relates to 
the disclosure of potential conflicts of interest. I think we all realise in this place that ministers are, at times, 
held responsible for some of the errors or matters of misconduct of board members. Obviously, ministers cannot 
be expected to have a full awareness of the conflicts and financial obligations of all the board members. The 
government is expected to be responsive to any concerns that might be raised. As a result, I think it is important 
for conflict-of-interest registers, which will be created as a result of clause 39, to be publicly scrutinised in some way, 
shape or form. It is the same issue that was raised during the debate on the Infrastructure Western Australia Bill. 
It is a reflection of the practice in New South Wales, where conflict-of-interest registers are made publicly 
available and can be explored. As the minister noted a number of times in his conversations with me, the strength 
of Western Australia’s health system is that everyone knows each other, but that is also a weakness because, as 
a result, we have individuals who become very specialised, and those medical individuals—they are not always 
clinicians, but they certainly serve in the medical sector—find themselves across a great deal of interests. 
Therefore, when they deal with a health service provider, they may have had some interaction with it. I think it is 
important for a conflict-of-interest register to be scrutinised by the public. During the consideration in detail stage, 
the minister noted that that scrutiny would likely come about through a freedom of information request. I again 
make the point that my concern is that we are largely talking about people who are not public servants. Thus, as 
board members of a health service provider, they are not subject to the Freedom of Information Act in that respect. 
Therefore, if their personal matters are the subject of a freedom of information application, they may not be 
captured. I think it is important to have an appropriate level of disclosure and transparency in those matters. That 
is not an adverse reflection on the government; it is something that could become good practice for governments 
going forward. 

I thank the Minister for Health in particular for his ongoing good relationship when dealing with the opposition, 
and with me in particular when dealing with health-related legislation. Indeed, his chief of staff, his ministerial 
advisers and the department and agencies were extensively involved in the drafting of this bill and its presentation 
to both houses. I commend the bill to the house. 
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MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [1.34 pm] — in reply: On behalf of the Minister 
for Health, I thank the member for Dawesville and other members for their contributions to the consideration in 
detail stage and for the passage of the Health Services Amendment Bill 2019 through the Legislative Assembly. 
I also acknowledge, obviously, the advice provided by the advisers during the consideration in detail stage. I am 
pleased that this bill will now pass this chamber and make its way to the other place. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 
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